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John Cornaggia  -  President

  
John has been on the Blind Sporting Council Board for over 8 years, previously holding the position of Vice President. He has regularly won national titles for tenpin bowling and has invented specialised equipment for the sport.  He also has an impressive administrative record having held the executive positions of President, Vice President, Fundraising Co-ordinator and Treasurer for the New Concept Tenpin Bowling League.  
Also holding positions of Public Relations Officer and National Delegate for the SA Disabled Tenpin Bowling Tournament Committee, for almost 20 years. John has been involved in the SA Blind Lawn Bowls for 9 years and during that time has represented Australia at the Trans Tasman Lawn Bowls competition


Warren McKennariey   -   Vice President
Warren joined the Board in 2007. Warren is married, with a daughter.  He is a former Track and Field International and National Athlete, and was a finalist in the Seoul Paralympics in 1988 in Long Jump.  In 2001 Warren began tandem cycling and just missed out on going to the Athens Paralympics in 2004. He has a personal best time of 11.3secs for 100 metres. He is currently a State Coach for Blind Athletics and has a First Dan Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do.
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Pam Brooks - Treasurer
Pam is an Accountant with S.G. Kerley and Associates and is a highly regarded member of the Blind Sporting Council.  She also has an extensive sporting history, enjoying basketball, scuba diving, hiking and cycling.  Some of her hikes have included the Inca Trail, Base Camp, Kokoda Track and Kilimajaro.  In July 2007 she travelled to France and rode a few of the Alpine sections of the tour stages. Pam is currently coaching a local Junior Basketball Team.
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    Moira Delvins – Administration Officer
Moira joined the Council as the Administration Officer in January 2001.  She has worked as a legal secretary in South Australia and New South Wales.  Following the arrival of her two children, Moira has concentrated her efforts as a voluntary worker for Riding for the Disabled and the Cancer Foundation of South Australia


Annie Hall   -   Fundraising Administration

Annie joined the Council in July 2005. She has worked as a project officer and works as a duty manager at a tenpin bowling centre.  She has been involved with Tenpin Bowling for bowlers with a Disability for over 15 years now.


Michael Zannis   -   Public Relations Officer





Board member until Feb 09,  PR Officer until May 2009.

Michael is one of the founding members of the Blind Sporting Council and has held national records in track and field.  In cricket he has represented both South Australia and Australia on numerous occasions.
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Tony Stacey
-
Business Consultant
Tony has extensive experience and his firm assists charities, schools, government organisations and private enterprise.  His business Tony Stacey Management Consultants, was established in 1994.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

(John Cornaggia)

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my board members through the tough times and my personal bereavement on the loss of my loving wife Karen. A special mention to Warren McKennariey for taking over my role during this difficult period.

This year has been a year for restructuring. The board has appointed Tony Stacey as a Business Consultant to oversee our changes.  One of the first objectives was to set up a strategic plan which includes extending our organization nationally.  In order to go national, the BSC made constitutional changes.

Our main focus is on the individual blind and vision impaired athlete but the BSC is also looking for opportunities with other organizations which also focus on blind and vision impairment.

During this process tough decisions have to be made and unfortunately Michael Zannis’ position was no longer required.  We would like to thank Michael for the dedicated work and time has had put into the BSC.

As applications for events are declining the board has taken the direction of putting on recreational events hoping to attract more athletes.

Finally I would like to thank my staff Annie, Moira, Michael and my tin collectors for their dedicated work.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

(Moira Delvins)

Last year the Blind Sporting Council ran with a PR Officer, Cash Collections Administrator, Office Administrator and in February was thrilled to bring on board Mr. Tony Stacey (Tony Stacey Management Consulting) as a consultant.  The BSC now has in place
· Credit Card facilities with Corporate Card

· Developed a Contact Data Base

· Booklet & packages detailing support benefits and opportunities for major companies

· Budget & Funding Forms are now available on line

· Updated Office Equity& Diversity Policies

· Office lease has been renewed until March 2010

Website

The BSC’s website has become more informative advertising sponsored events and is updated weekly.

Events Held

·  SA  proposed Badge Day for 6th February was postponed until 20 November due to excessive heat

· WA Street Badge Day on 6 March

· BSC Xmas Barbecue on 29 November

· ‘Big Day Out’ on 19 April

· ‘Tenpin Bowling Spectaculars’ at Marion Bowland on 24 June and  Ingle Farm Bowland on 28 June

AMP Foundation

The Blind Sporting Council is very appreciative of the continued support of the AMP Foundation.   

Licences

BSC’s Charitable Collection Licences for SA & WA have been renewed until 31 December 2009 and March 2012 respectively.

Donations

The Blind Sporting Council was very saddened at the heartfelt loss of Karen Cornaggia whose fighting spirit will never be forgotten. The BSC is very grateful for over $2,000 received in donations in Karen’s memory.  Karen will always be remembered for her unselfishness and enthusiasm to help others.

Inaugural Scholarship

This year the BSC awarded a scholarship to a Junior who advances in Sport to a National Level.  The inaugural worthy winner was Kieran Murphy.

Overview of major events supported by BSC

· The WA Blind Bowlers hosted the 30th National Championships in Perth in May and both the SA & NT Blind Bowlers competed.

· Association of Blind Indoor Bias Bowlers competed for the Mark Hanlon Trophy in September

· Golfers from both SA and WA attended the World Championships held in August in Northern Ireland.

· Disabled Sailing attended the Australian Blind Sailing Championships at Albury –Wodonga Yacht Club in October

· Sailability WA competed in the Homerus International Match Race held in Italy in October

· The SA Blind Cricket Club had two representatives in the Australian Team which played in the Blind Ashes Series against England in December

· SA & WA Tenpin Bowlers attended the TBA Disability Championships in Sunshine Victoria  in May/June

· WA Tandem Cycling Advisory Committee given a grant towards the purchase of a tandem bike. 
I extend my personal thanks to all board members and staff who have helped make my work easier and in particular Annie.

It is hoped that the BSC by working as a team and with other associated agencies will be able to move forward and develop new ideas and innovations.
FUNDRAISING REPORT
(Annie Hall)
The role of Fundraising Administrator has been a very challenging this year, with a financial crisis making available donations from members of the public limited.  The task of striving to move our fundraising opportunities further forward have all had their challenges.

Shopping Centres have now enforced stricter accessibility with some centre’s restricting combined charity places to 5 or 6 times per year, with others stopping all charity collections completely.  This year the Blind Sporting Council was accepted by Woolworths as one of their preferred Charities and we are extremely grateful for their support of us.

Our collection team, I believe has made an impact on the community at large this year, and are well recognized by the public in their bright blue uniforms, as a charity the public can trust.  All members of the team have done extremely well and have happily given information to members of the public on the activities of the Blind Sporting Council and spoken to them about sporting opportunities for themselves or other family members, resulting in many enquiries to the office.

Thank you to all the collectors, Ron Kerrison, Margaret Dacey, David Hall, Brian Miller, Matthew Colman, Colin French, David Low, Jim Sneesby, Anthony McCabe, Michael Zannis (resigned June), who have tirelessly collected this year under some very difficult circumstances, also many thanks to David Hall, who continues to drive out and set up our collectors and give them moral support during the difficult collecting periods.

In March this year we again had our WA Street Appeal.  Fortunately, we were not battling 40 degree heat this year.  Awareness of our Street Appeal and Sports for our Blind and Vision Impaired community was promoted once again this year  with Johnny Young graciously  giving his time to promote our appeal through his morning breakfast show, on Radio 6IX for two weeks leading up to the day with further promotion throughout the day.  Through our promotion of sportsperson who are blind or vision impaired in Western Australia, Barry Cable graciously accepted to become our Ambassador in Western Australia and we are very honored to have him on Board.  A very big Thank You to Jim Nicholson for his continued tireless efforts on our behalf, in managing the cash collection team in WA, and giving constant support and encouragement to myself.

Blind Sporting Council continues to collect on behalf of Blind Welfare Association and has developed a great working relationship with them with the help of the new appointed, Fundraising & Administration Manager, Merrilyn Matthews as we strive to raise funds for person who are blind or vision impaired.

BSC has now contracted  All State Tele Sales for its Telemarketing and this is proving to be very successful in raising much extra needed funds to support those requiring funding

As part of our fundraising we now also raise funds to put on events for members of the Blind Vision Impaired Community so that they can also try different sport and recreation activities.  Our first such event being our “Big Day Out” this was a water skiing event held on the Murray  River.  More exciting events are planned for the future.

In closing I would like to thank the Board for their continued support of myself and my fundraising suggestions.  Thanks especially to Moira who continues to give me encouragement and support.

I look forward to an even more exciting and successful upcoming year, with many more fundraising challenges and opportunities ahead.

BUSINESS CONSULTANT’S

Organisation Review Report
(Tony Stacey)
Tony Stacey Management Consulting Consultants, Tony Stacey and Sioux Christiansen were appointed in September 2008 to work with the Board and the Staff in reviewing and improving Business Management and Fundraising. The aim has been to ensure that the Blind Sporting Council achieves its objectives and operates in a manner to ensure long term sustainability.
Business Changes:

1. Consideration of mergers – Blind Sports SA and Can Do 4 Kids

2. Revision and update of Constitution

3. Review and update of Staff Roles including performance appraisals

4. Public Relations Officer position made redundant

5. Increased direct communication to build new relationships with similar organisations supporting blind and vision impaired people
Fundraising Changes:

1. Identification of new opportunities

2. Increased organisation profile

3. Use of Website

4. Outsource Events Management

5. Telemarketing expansion

6. Focus on involvement in Schools

7. Introduction of Art involvement and new Associates
2008/09 has been a year of significant positive change for the Blind Sporting Council. Strong indications are already apparent for expansion in the middle of the Global Financial Crisis. I thank President John, Pam and Warren and Staff, Moira, Annie and Michael for their support and look forward to continuing improvements in 2009/10.

PR REPORT

The Blind Sporting Council received a grant from the Office of Recreation and Sport to produce an educational DVD that highlights the achievements of sporting persons who are blind or vision impaired and their sport to encourage participation and improve community understanding. The DVD is to be utilized as part of a resource pack for schools, mentors, sporting organizations and parents to promote positive inclusion, awareness and incentive for children who are blind or vision impaired to either commence or further participation levels in sport.

To produce this DVD there were 8 separate filming venues, voice-over and musical arrangement session and three editing sessions. 

 The outcome is to provide the first step in educating organizations, teachers and parents on the availability of sports for people who are blind or vision impaired. The snapshot details participation in blind sport and highlights the benefits of positive inclusion. Additionally, it provides inspiration for mentors to act as role models for children who are blind or vision impaired.

 a further outcome is the hope to form partnerships with State Sporting Organizations and other compatible community organizations and to benchmark participation rates for children who are blind or vision impaired.

The BSC wishes to thank all who participated in the production of the DVD.

During the year the PR Officer regularly attended A- Net Meetings, performed various public speaking engagements for Kiwanis Clubs and attended Gleeson College to celebrate International Day of People with a Disability and the SA School for Vision Impaired for sports demonstrations. 
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The Blind Sporting Council exists to provide funding opportunities, support and promotion for persons who are blind or vision impaired to participate in the sport, recreation or community activity of their choice.
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